
 

 

January 2020 

Reception News 

Happy New Year! A big wel-
come back after our Christ-
mas holiday — we hope you 
are all rested and ready for 
more learning!  

English 

In English, we will be contin-
uing with our Read Write 
Inc. lessons every morning. 
During this first half hour, 
children will be learning new 
phonic sounds, practising 
spellings and reading appro-
priate level books. Alongside 

the programme, we 
will be reading a 
range of fictional 
texts linked to our 
topic of Traditional 

Tales. We will be 
focusing on The 
Three Billy Goats 

Gruff, 
Little 
Red Riding Hood 
and The Ginger-
bread Man. 

Our grammar focus 
will continue to be 
learning adjectives, 

as well as simple 
punctuation, in-
cluding full 
stops, capi-

tal letters and finger 
spaces. 

 

Science 

Our science theme for this 
half-term will focus on ma-
terials and their properties.  

We will be looking closely at 
similarities, differences, pat-
terns and changes through 
floating and sinking, water-
proofing and investigating 
materials and their proper-
ties. 

Geography  

Linked to our science  
theme, we will be looking at 
different environments. We 
will observe closely through 
a variety of means, such as 
maps and photographs, us-
ing talk to describe their 
own environment. 

Maths 

We begin the half-term with 
a  recap of single and two 
digit numbers and place val-
ue.  This includes recognis-
ing numbers to 20 and un-
derstanding number order. 

We will then work on addi-
tion and subtraction using 
Numicon and 
number lines 
to support 
with problem 
solving.  

 

Art 

This half-term the children 
will developing the skill of 
colour mixing and blending.  
Inspired by the 
work  of Claude 
Monet’s ‘Bridge 
over a Pond of 
Water Lilies’, 
the children  
will be creating 
their own water 
picture.  

PE 

The children’s PE 
lessons this half 
term will continue 
to develop core 

skills and strength. PE days 
for Reception are as follows: 

Ladybirds: Monday & Friday 

Dragonflies: Wednesday & 
Thursday 

Bees: Monday & Thursday 

Please ensure your child has 
the appropriate Westways PE 
kit: white t-shirt; shorts or 
jogging bottoms or leggings; 
and pumps or trainers. 
Please also ensure all jewel-
lery is removed.  

If your child is unable to do 
PE for any reason, please in-
form your class teacher in 
the morning. PE kits will be 
sent home at the end of half 
term.  

Handwriting  Books 

Your child has received their 

new handwriting book this 

half-term. Please return the 

handwriting books to your 

class teacher each Thursday. 

Books will be returned to 

your child on Friday, with the 

new sounds. 


